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step away from the streets












17 May 2010
 
BRISTOL SEX-WORK CHARITY, ONE25, CELEBRATES 15th BIRTHDAY
 

Bristol charity One25 celebrated its 15th Birthday at its drop-in centre in St Paul’s on Friday 14 May, surrounded by the vulnerable women it supports.

The charity has been supporting local women trapped in street sex-work since 1995, providing a lifeline to some of Bristol’s most vulnerable women. Many of those supported by One25 were at the celebration and presented One25 with a big birthday card full of their thanks and appreciation, before sharing tea and cake with staff and volunteers. 
Originally set up as an outreach service, One25 now also offers a drop-in centre with doctors, skills courses, meals and much more and a one-to-one casework support team. The charity employs 20 staff and 130 volunteers, and last year set up Naomi House, the only mother and baby home in the UK for women escaping from the streets to give their babies a better start in life.

Josie Hill at One25, commented:

"Our 15th birthday was a lot of fun! We are so grateful for the support we have received over the last decade and a half and it was lovely to celebrate the occasion with some of those we’ve helped in recent years. In that time we have worked with hundreds of women battling desperately chaotic lifestyles and seen many lives radically change.” 

“Over the 15 years we’ve been running, the number of women street sex-working in Bristol has dropped from 275 women to around 170”
“The last year has seen some great successes for One25. We were a winner at the 2010 GlaxoSmithKline IMPACT awards, launched the Bristol Community Cake Book with recipes from Bristol’s best restaurants, and featured on Channel 4. More importantly our services have continued to develop and last year our 3 caseworkers supported 77 women, 14 of whom stopped working the streets and 31 went into rehab to quit drugs or alcohol, or both.”
One such woman who has been helped by One25 is Lucy, who having been raped by her father as a child, dropped out of school and developed a life-controlling drug addiction. She was just a teenager when she started worked the streets to fund it and when she became pregnant for the second time she knew she needed One25’s support to change her life. Lucy says:

“My caseworker, Karen, has helped me to get my daughter back from care, helped me to learn to read and write, taken me to a parenting course, helped me with getting a safe place to live and managing normal day to day things that I could not before. 
“I have come such a long way - it’s been so hard but I’m getting there. I have all my children back in my life and I have a bit of hope. I have asked for this kind of help all my life but no-one ever understood me. My caseworker knows exactly what I need and sorts it out for me. Without her, I don’t know where I’d be.”

To find out more about One25 please visit www.one25.co.uk.
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Notes to Editors

About One25

One25 has been working for 15 years in Bristol, benefiting women who are abused and socially marginalised through involvement in street based sex work. Their lives are characterised by chronic ill-health, life-controlling addictions, homelessness and the daily threat of extreme violence. Its mission is to enable these women to break free from this abusive lifestyle and achieve their full potential, and to help them make healthy life choices and foster positive relationships with their families and communities. For more information please visit http://www.one25.ltd.uk/
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