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PRESS RELEASE

18/02/10
One25 gets a Secret Millionaire’s hand-out!
Local Bristol charity One25 is to feature in on the first episode of the new series of The Secret Millionaire, Channel 4’s award winning documentary. The charity, which reaches out to women trapped in street sex work, was visited by multi millionaire Dawn Gibbins during her undercover stay in the Bristol area. 
Dawn, who owns a holistically inspired flooring business, left behind her luxury lifestyle in Cheshire and travelled to Bristol where some of the wealthiest neighbourhoods in Britain sit side by side with some of the poorest. There she was inspired by the people trying to tackle some of Bristol's biggest social problems. 

Dawn approached One25 as a volunteer, but the team had no idea about her true identity. After spending time with the staff at One25 and helping on their night outreach van, Dawn was moved to give a substantial financial gift at the end of her stay in order to build upon their existing services.
Josie Hill, Fundraising and Publicity Coordinator for One25 said:
We are massively excited to be on The Secret Millionaire on the 1st March. Meeting Dawn through the program has made a huge impact on One25 and more importantly on the service user involved in the programme – her life and her children’s lives have changed dramatically as a result. 
One25 can be seen in first episode of the new series of Secret Millionaire on Monday 1st March, 9PM, Channel 4.
Notes:
One25 has been working for 14 years in Bristol, reaching out to women trapped in street sex work and helping them to break free and build new lives away from violence, poverty and addiction. The women One25 support are among the city's poorest and most vulnerable individuals.  Most are homeless and acutely malnourished and 99% are addicted to drugs and/or alcohol: because of this basic safety and health are neglected. The charity sees women who are deeply traumatised; first from childhood abuse and then in the violence of their adult lives working on the streets. Many have friends who have tragically died young as a result of this lifestyle, yet without One25’s long-term, holistic support it is extremely difficult for them to escape. 

One25 are dedicated to supporting this vulnerable group in all their areas of need and offer 4 key services: a night outreach program, a drop-in centre, one-to-one casework and a mother and baby home called Naomi House. In 2009, One25 intensively supported 77 women of whom: 29 women exited street sex-work; 48 accessed drug treatment; all 77 accessed healthcare; 30 were securely housed; 14 kept their children safely in their care and 32 started training, education or employment.

For more information see www.one25.org.uk. 

See the Secret Millionaire on Channel 4 at 9pm, on Monday 1st March.
