‘Susie’

Susie is a 33 year old woman with 3 kids who have been removed from her care. She was selling sex on the streets for years and heavily using crack and heroin – because of this she was allowed very little contact with her family. Last year Susie got pregnant again and knew she needed to turn her life around in order to be a loving, stable mother for her baby. However, when she was 6 months pregnant she was multiply raped and her life threatened. She turned up the next day to One25’s drop-in heavily traumatised and in need of our support. 

Our drop-in coordinator, Tina, supported Susie to report the crime and our on-duty therapeutic caseworker, Dee gave her acute trauma counselling and therapeutic support. Susie was very worried about the health of her unborn child so Dee then took her along to maternity services and after that to the Sexual Assault and Rape Centre. Throughout this process, Susie was feeling desperately traumatised and relied on Dee’s help to get her through.

The next day, Susie was given a place at Naomi House. She is thriving there with on-going therapeutic treatment and totally clean of all drugs, alcohol and even prescribed drugs. She has built bridges with her family and is working towards becoming reunited with her children. In 2009 she gave birth to a beautiful baby, who is healthy and developing very well. 
Over the months since her attack, Tina, Dee and her workers at Naomi House have supported her through the court process. Last week, her attacker was found guilty on all 5 counts of rape with a 9 year prison sentence and Susie found justice. She has now been free from drugs, alcohol and the streets for over a year and is about to move into the wider community with her baby girl. Naomi House has been a success for this family
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